DATE: 
February 26, 2007

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 
Danielle Fairbairn, Youth Services Coordinator
The Midpeninsula Community Media Center proudly announces the launch of the Youth Advisory Council (YAC), a new video production program designed to foster technical, creative and critical thinking, and to build leadership skills in high school students.  These 10 young producers come from Gunn High School and Palo Alto Senior High School in Palo Alto, and High Tech High Bayshore in Redwood City. This unique opportunity offers a chance for high school students to meet other youth interested in creating positive, innovative video and to produce television of a professional caliber.  

The YAC program offers students hands-on experience in all areas of video production such as directing a crew, operating studio and field cameras, audio, graphics and editing in Final Cut Pro. They then produce shows that educate the public as well as serve a need in the community for constructive, youth-oriented television.  Members also learn to deconstruct media messages regarding violence, gender, and representation through critical assessment of the mass media. They act as the premiere voice on youth needs at the Media Center by sharing their opinions concerning how to better serve the Midpeninsula. 

The Youth Advisory Council is currently a four-month pilot program running from March-June 2007 and meets weekly on Sundays at the Media Center. At the end of the four months, each member will complete 30+ hours of community service and gain skills that can be applied at school and lead to potential careers in the video field.  The content they produce will be broadcast on cable channel 28 and are also available via live-stream on our website.  For more information, visit our website at www.communitymediacenter.net.

###

The Media Center runs award-winning community cable television channels 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30, that reach cable subscribers in Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Atherton.  All five community channels are also available on the Internet via our website.  The Media Center connects people to their community with programming focused on local schools, sports, politics, religion and art.  Producers, such as teens, teachers, community leaders and activists, create programs using state-of-the-art equipment at affordable cost.  Our government channels provide extensive coverage of State Legislature, city council and city commission meetings.  We also provide classes on all phases of television production, including editing, studio and field production.  The Media Center distributes over 500 shows per year that reflect the rich diversity and local voices of the mid-peninsula community.  For more information, call 650-494-8686 or visit www.communitymediacenter.net.

