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Message from the President 
 
2023 was a year of stabilization and renewal for Midpen. Midpen relaunched traditional 
adult workshops in studio and field production as well as introduced intensive 
workshops in TV Production Graphics and Audio Mixing using Midpen’s Soundcraft 
audio board.  Summer camps exceeded pre-pandemic levels as we hosted 13 camps 
over the course of 8 weeks, including Studio Production, Filmmaking, Acting for the 
Camera, Journalism, and Digital Animation.  
 
Bobby Chastain continued to serve as part-time Executive Director, in partnership with 
sister station KMVT of Mountain View. By sharing space, resources, and staffing with 
KMVT, Midpen made substantial progress toward solvency. Midpen also experienced an 
uptick in rentals of our studio as well as RFPs for covering professional events. 
 
An anonymous donor made it possible for Midpen to offer afterschool programs and 
camps for community youth throughout the fall. In addition to Midpen’s low-barrier-to-
entry prices for education, this generous underwriter made it possible for us to offer a 
record number of scholarships, targeting underserved youth. 
 
Some highlights of Midpen’s work in the community included partnering with the City of 
Palo Alto to cover the May Fete parade and the Festival of the Arts, relaunching the long 
running “Local Heroes” program as “Unsung Heroes,” and launching a hyperlocal issues 
program called “Make It Real.”  
 
In 2024, we look forward to regaining financial ground as we continue to fulfil our 
important mission of providing access to the means of media production to the 
community. 
 
 

 
Tilak Kasturi 
President of the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Mission 
Midpen Media Center’s mission is to encourage and support community engagement, 
facilitate free speech, inspire expression, and reflect our local cultural diversity by 
providing high-quality media resources and training to community members. 
 
 
Vision 
Midpen Media Center’s vision is to be a model for community media centers and a 
leader in providing public access programming and producing professional shows. 
 
 
Core Values 

• Equal Access – Providing community access to all. 
• Freedom of Expression – Encouraging all to freely express their opinions, views, 

and ideas in an equitable, respectful, and safe environment. 
• Objective – acting in a fair and balanced manner absent bias or prejudice. 
• Ethical – Being equitable, fair, and just in our dealings and conforming to high 

standards of public conduct. 
• Inclusive – Celebrating and respecting differences and serving people of all 

backgrounds and personal identities. 
• Sustainable – Ensuring sustainable practices in all programs and services so that 

future generations will benefit from having access to high-quality media 
education, production and distribution capabilities, and facilities. 

 
 
Our mission and history have been intertwined with many other community media 
centers nationwide and the Alliance for Community Media. See more about the power 
of Community Media here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.allcommunitymedia.org/
https://youtu.be/obL9cI73doQ


MEDIA CENTER SERVICES 
 
PEG Channels 
Midpen’s community productions may be watched on Comcast and AT&T cable 
channels. They may also be watched streaming on our website and on our YouTube 
channel.   In 2023, Midpen Media produced 257 government meetings, many of which 
streamed live on cable TV and our website. Our staff and community producers 
produced 240 programs, 50 more than in 2022.  And we offered a platform for 
educational and community programming for 379 productions from around the Bay 
Area, California and the world. 
 
We program five cable TV channels: two Government channels, two Regional channels 
and one Local channel. 

Government Channels: 
• Government 26 – Municipal Government Meetings 
• Government 29 – Municipal Government Meetings 

Regional & Local Channels: 
• Community 28 – Youth, Education & Sports (including school board meetings) 
• Community 30 – Arts, Issues & Lifestyles 
• Community 75 – Diversity & Culture 

 
 
Media Rental and Media Production Services 
We offer rental of camera and media production equipment as well as a fully-equipped 
production studio.   We also offer videography services for both community access and 
professional producers, ranging from short local videos to full-length television show 
productions. 
 
 
Education and Training 
We offer adult classes in media production as well as youth classes and summer camps 
in studio production, sports broadcasting, and journalism. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



WHO WE ARE 
 
 
Board Members 
 
Tilak Kasturi, President 
Ruta Puranik, Treasurer 
Peter Burns, Secretary 
Chuck Alley 
Tom Cooper 
Tom DuBois 
Becky Sanders 
Gayathri Kanth, JPA Rep, Palo Alto 
Nick Szedga, JPA Rep, Menlo Park 
 
 
 
Donors 
 
Ken Allen 
Dana Moe 
Jeff Garfield 
Brian Kraker 
Stan Ng 
Cyber Grants 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to the many Community 
Producers and crew Volunteers.  
Without you there would not be a  
Media Center! 
 
 

 
 
 
Staff Members 
 
Pedro Arenas 
Kevin Burnett 
Mary Byler 
Patrick Campisi 
Bobby Chastain 
Andy Doan 
Asia Dubarenka 
Kerawin Heaney 
Javier Jimenez 
Brian Jones 
Brian Kraker 
Megan Murakami 
Kaela Noik 
Jesse Norfleet 
Arielle Nugent 
Scott Ottoes 
Emily Parent 
Eilon Presman 
Doug Smith 
Liuba Spitsyna 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

 
 

ASSETS 12/31/21 12/31/22 12/31/23
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents 330,760                 17,225                    17,412                    
Investments 4,362,269            3,373,842            3,193,120            

Accounts receivable 50,442                    133,827                 59,130                    
Prepaid expenses & other current assets 3,774                       6,637                       13,831                    

Total current assets 4,747,243            3,531,532            3,283,493            
Fixed assets, net of accumulated depreciation 1,828,358            1,732,064            1,591,327            

TOTAL ASSETS 6,575,601            5,263,596            4,874,819            

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILTIES

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 12,167                    25,966                    4,640                       
Other Current Liabilities 106,672                 71,352                    54,605                    

PPP 277,900                 

Total Current Liabilities 396,739                 97,318                    59,246                    
NET ASSETS

Unrestricted 5,573,397            4,669,394            4,311,190            
Temporarily restricted 605,465                 496,884                 504,384                 

TOTAL NET ASSETS 6,178,862            5,166,278            4,815,574            

TOTAL LIABILTIES AND NET ASSETS 6,575,601            5,263,596            4,874,819            


